
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



EDITORIAL 



No comment on American life is more trite or more true than that 
our personal culture has not kept pace with our material advancement. 
Particularly are we careless as to our speech. And this is 
s . the more reprehensible in view of the general diffusion of 

knowledge and material prosperity. We really have no 
excuse except that we are very busy, and anyway what does it matter ? 
Can not one be an alderman, or even a senator, without guarding either 
his pronunciation or his grammar ? 

Those who give a thought to the mental attitude implied in slovenly 
utterance and to the limitation imposed upon individual thought and 
social communication by a crude instrument realize that it does matter 
profoundly. Civilization is conditioned by language. 

More than passing interest should be attracted therefore by the report 
of a speech survey by the Chicago Woman's Club, which appears else- 
where in this issue. Such activities give promise of results in two 
quarters. On the one hand, teachers and school officers will be awakened 
to their duty; on the other, parents will be stimulated to proper over- 
sight, example, and admonition in the home. Indeed, the possibilities 
are boundless, if the club proceeds, as it is about to do, to co-operate 
with a committee from the schools in arranging for a "better-speech 
week" to be observed by the whole city — perhaps proclaimed by the 
mayor himself. The example will be worthy, and no time could be 
more favorable. 
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